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Magical, mystical day
Eclipsing all others for those of us who
Regard the birth of a child in Bethlehem
Reverently, with joyful wonder and awe,
You open the door to heaven each year,
Christening the child once againHoly Son of God, Prince of Peace,
Reigning King of Kings,
Immanuel, God with usSinging the melody of love
Triumphant to any who will come,
Miraculously accepting as truth
Annointed, this manger scene:
Salvation birthed in a stable.

By Debbie Kuss

THE HOPE OF CHRIST
BY PASTOR SCOTT WILSON

It is hard to believe that we are standing on the threshold of 2021.
What a year 2020 turned out to be. We have all endured things that
we never thought we would have to endure. We have witnessed the
power of something unseen by the naked eye cause such disruption
to the entire global community. It will no doubt go down in the history
books as a dark period in human history. I guess it goes to prove
that in spite of all of our technology and scientific achievements we
are still subject to things beyond our control.
This Christmas I can’t help but to think of the fact that there is
another unseen power at work in our world as well – God. While
Covid-19 has caused panic, fear, and death God comes to bring
love, joy, and peace. We celebrate Christmas as the time when God
sent His one and only Son to clothe himself in the flesh of his
creation. The birth of Jesus brought us the incarnation. The one time
in human history when God broke into his creation in a powerful and
tangible way to be the source of salvation. It was out of God’s great
love for us that Jesus came.
I always marvel at the birth of Jesus. This was arguably one of two
of the most powerful moments in human history since the creation.
The resurrection being the other. On that day Mary birthed the Son
of God. Born not of man but of the Spirit. This Jesus did not just
begin to exist in that moment. No. Jesus always was and always will
be. Jesus was there when the world was spoken into order. He was
present throughout all of human history. He was there when Moses
lead the Israelites to freedom. He was there when David slew
Goliath. He was there when the prophets spoke to the people of
God. And, yet, he was born in human flesh and lay in a manger.

THE HOPE OF CHRIST...CONT'D
I marvel at the simplicity of the birth of Jesus. We know that
Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords. He is the second
member of the Holy Trinity; divine in nature. Yet on that night
there were no crowds of people pressing in to catch a glimpse
of the new born king. There were no parades or celebrations.
There was just a simple heavenly announcement to some
shepherds in a field. The religious leaders and affluent of Israel
missed it, but the shepherds were the first to bear witness to the
birth of Jesus. It was a modest and quite event. It was also the
most loving act of God bestowed upon his creation.
While we no longer are able to see Jesus as his disciples
once did, he is no less alive. The unseen God is still moving
within his creation and among his people called Christians. The
promised Holy Spirit has come to bring peace, love, and joy to
all creation. I pray that this season you and yours experience
the presence of Immanuel in your homes and lives, that you
know that whatever 2020 held, 2021 is filled with promise and
hope because Jesus is alive.
May you have a very merry Christmas and may 2021 be filled
with blessings for you and your family.
Pastor Scott

A KING IS COMING TO
TOWN
LINDSEY KIRBY, CHILDREN'S MINISTER

A sign posted anonymously in the town
square of Rumor's Mill declaring that "A King
is Coming to Town!" has sparked a lot of
excitement. This 40-minute musical for
children takes the audience along into the
confusion of, "just who is this king?" Is it King
Tut, King Kong, or the King of Rock & Roll?
Join the mayor, town reporter, sheriff and
president of the Chamber of Commerce as
they all try to sort through the town uproar.
Ellie and Drew have the answer and finally get
everyone to listen to the real Christmas story.
The play can be seen on Sunday, December 20 at
our special, combined Christmas church service.
Parents:
Children in grades 1st through 5th will be doing
the play this year.
Children Kindergarten age and below will be
performing their own songs first, separately. They
will sing their two songs first, before the play. Once
they're finished, they then will come down to sit
with their parents and watch the play. They are
asked to wear red or green to church the day of the
play. The songs are posted on Grace Kids Facebook
Group Page. Ask Lindsey for the link if you don't
have it, so you can be practicing at home.
Practices are on Wednesdays at 6:30. Dress
rehearsal is Wednesday, December 16 at 6:30.
For more information, join the Grace Kids
Facebook Group or ask Lindsey Kirby.

TO OUR YOUTH...
FROM LUKE, YOUTH PASTOR

FROM KACIE

But, I am praying for you all always! I

how life should look, versus how it does

never quit thinking about this awesome

look. We get so hyper-focused on moving

group of students that God has called

to "normal" that we don't take the time

me to lead! I know that this time doesn't

to see God moving in the "right now."

I'm sorry things are this way. I truly am.

seem to make sense right now and

I think it's so easy right now to focus on

It's so important to see God in the in-

seems as if there is nothing good

between parts of life. Sometimes, that's

happening, but don't be fooled, God is

when God does his best work. Rest

still working the good in this and He still

assured, God is moving and he's growing

reigns.

each of us right now.

Romans 8:28

I'm excited to hear everyone's
testimonies about how God was moving
in the in-between when we couldn't
really see it or feel it. His blessings are
daily!

FROM MORGAN

Every time I get into a negative vibe, I try to

This crazy season has taught me a lot,

cling to what is good and look for the

but the most important thing is to "cling

positives in my life. It helps me to get

to what is good" like it says in Romans

through the tough times. I'm sure if you all

12:9.

could practice this, too, it could make a

I have found so much encouragement in

difference in your life!

this scripture and God has brought it up

Start clinging to what is good, y'all, and if

to me MULTIPLE times throughout this

you can't find anything good, come to youth

time. When I have a bad day? Cling to

and I'll give you something to smile about!

what is good! When I feel like this is

I love you guys so much more than you

never going to end? Cling to what is

know!

good! When it seems like nothing at all is

Blessings,

going right? Cling to what is good!

Morgan

